
                                              Dryophis (whip snake) 

Classification : 

Kingdom   :  Animalia 

Phylum     :  Chordata 

Class        :   Reptilia 

Order       :   Squamata 

Family     :   Colubridae 

Genus     :    Dryophis 

 

Characteristics : 

 "Dryophis" is an outdated genus for whip snakes, and is now considered the 

genus Dryophiops. The two species within this genus are the Red whip snake 

(Dryophiops rubescens) and the Philippine whip snake (Dryophiops philippina). 

These are slender, rear-fanged snakes found in Southeast Asia, with a diet of 

frogs and lizards. 

 Slender body: These snakes have a very slender, laterally compressed body and 

a long, pointed snout. 

 Arboreal: They are primarily arboreal, meaning they live in trees. 

 Diurnal: They are active during the day. 

 Mildly venomous: They are rear-fanged and mildly venomous, though not 

considered a threat to humans. 

 Diet: Their diet consists mainly of arboreal lizards and frogs. 

 Defensive display: When threatened, they can inflate their neck and display 

interscale colors to intimidate predators. 

 Flattened Tail: Sea snakes have a distinctly flattened, paddle-like tail, which is 

a key adaptation for efficient propulsion through water.  

 Breathing Adaptations: Unlike terrestrial snakes, Hydrophis species must 

surface to breathe air but can remain underwater for extended periods.  

 Salt Glands: They possess specialized glands that eliminate excess salt from 

their bodies, an essential adaptation for marine life.  

 

For further details, Link 

 

https://www.britannica.com/animal/sea-snake


 Venom: All Hydrophis species are venomous. Their venom can be potent; some 

species' venom is described as very strong.  

 Viviparity: Many species are viviparous, meaning they give birth to live young 

rather than laying eggs.  

Habitat and Distribution 

 Geographic Range: They are found in the warm coastal waters of the Indian 

and Pacific Oceans, from the east coast of Africa to the Gulf of Panama.  

 Specific Locations: Their range includes the coasts of India, Pakistan, Southeast 

Asia, the South China Sea, and Australia.  

 Preferred Environments: Many species live in shallow coastal waters, often 

less than 30 meters deep, where they hunt on the seafloor among coral reefs, 

mangroves, or soft sand and mud. Some are pelagic, traveling in currents over 

long distances.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


